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I distinctly remember the first time that I ever played a trumpet. I was finishing up my fifth grade year and trying to decide 

what instrument I wanted to play once I moved on to Perry Heights Middle School. My mom played the trumpet in band so I 

decided to follow her lead. After growling out my first notes, I was absolutely hooked. 

In middle school, I was first chair in varsity band after one year of playing. My love for playing grew more and more when I 

realized that I had natural talent, as well as the ambition to get better. By eighth grade, I marched in the Reitz High School 

marching band, played in the EVSC Honors Jazz Band, got a gold rating on my solo at the High School Solo and Ensemble 

ISSMA competition, and played in two Reitz concerts. I was also awarded the overall best musician at Perry Heights my eighth 

grade year. I’m extremely grateful for my musical success early on, but it wasn’t just talent that brought me this far. 

I credit almost all of my success to Mr. Jay Emmert, my first band director at Perry Heights. He was new at Perry Heights 

just like me, and stayed there with my class all three years until he decided to be a high school band director at North High 

School. He is the most influential teacher I’ve known, and the reason that I continued music in high school. Mr. Emmert was 

not just a director, but also a coach, counselor, and friend. Even when I felt totally incapable of doing something, he never 

failed to motivate me and my peers to do our best. 

I know without a doubt that EVSC’s commitment to fine arts programs made a difference in my life. For me, their efforts 

gave me a new trumpet to play and a terrific band director. I know that not all students in the state, or even around the 

country, get the same opportunities and supportive school systems like I have. I am extremely thankful that the EVSC chose 

to make such a difference in my life.

Throughout high school, I achieved many of my personal goals thanks to the EVSC. They gave me the opportunity to have a 

piccolo trumpet solo with The Liverpool Legends (a Beatles Tribute band); 

play several different instruments; learn new music and styles; and make 

connections with several important people in the music business. I’ve also 

had the chance to travel to state competitions multiple times, and the 

EVSC has brought in several influential band directors that have helped 

shape my career.

Being involved in music programs has taught me about dedication, 

punctuality, selflessness, determination, and about how to be unconditional 

as a person. I have valued my time in school, and will always be grateful 

for the way that it changed my life.

- Jillian Belli, senior at Reitz High School


